
July I 1,2016

COLA statement to Tolvn of Bass Lake Board of Supcn'isors concerning:

Town of Bass Lake Tolvnship, Sawyer County
Ordinance Regarding All Public Accesscs in Bass Lake including I'he Public Acccss
Strips Locatcd in the Northlyoods Beach Subdivision

NO.20l6-XX-XX-4

. COLA is the stalc recognized lake association that represcr.rts over 450 propcrty,
owncrs/rlembers on the L.ac Courte Oreilles (l,CO) lakes.

. CO[-A applar"rds the ]-own Board clforts to address tlie longstanding issues
itssociated with the use and inliingcment upon thc public accesses and pLrblic
access strips ir-r Northwoods Beach as those cl'lbrts pertain to LCO. 'l'liis is a
tor"rgh issue given the history and COLA will support thc f]oarcl in their
dcliberatiorts to rectily the past and set out clear dircction lbr thc lirturc.

. COLA llrst and fbremost is concernecl with the rcstoration and firtr.rrc protcction
ol-thc u,atcr quality o1'the LCO lakes. Water cluality is at thc heart of the
acsthetic valuc w'e all sharc fbr thesc truly Or.rtstanding Resource Watcrs. COLA
bclicvcs adoption of an ordinancc that has at its root. continucd public or,vncrship
and nranagelleltt of accesses and access strips and con-rpliancc with thc
tninimunt statc and county shoreland standards lbr any granted uses, is ultinratclr,
in the besl intcrcst o1-thc lake and provides a dcgrcc of f-airness to all who residc
on LCO. COLA gcncrally supports the concepts and stnrcture ol'the clrali
orc'linancc rvorking vcrsion we have belbre us tonight.

. With regard to cotrtinued public ow'nership. . . .as wc all know there is prcc io Lrs

little public land. rnanagcd fbr the use and enioymcnl by all o1'us...on
Wiscortsin's 15.000 lakes. COI-A bclievcs that wlicrc there is public land on
Wiscousirr lakes it is appropriate to maintain pLrblic ownership because thesc are
evervonc's lakes as provided for by thc Public frust Doctrinc of the Wisconsin
Statc ('onst ittrtiorr.

o COI-A also belicves holding and managing shoreland by state and local
government entities is the best insurance against lake r.r'ater qr.rality degradatiorr
ar-rd lose o1'aesthetic value. Many thousands of Wisconsin's lakes are
expcricucing rapidly degrading water qLrality (WI Inipaired Water List). 'l-hat

degradation is caused prirnarily by the type and density of dcvelopntent around
lakes. Public ou,nership of shoreland u,ith strict adherence to state and local
shoreland regulations provides assurances that at least those public land are not
contributing to the demise of a given water body.



. Again. COLA wants to thank the Town of Bass I-ake fbr taking on the dilficult
issues surrounding the ownership ar-rd usc of the accesses and public access strips
in Northwoods Beach and will support the Town Board in reaching a successful
outcolne. Many mistakes have been made in the past by owners and by
government....but that is partly what the luture is lbr.....recti1ying past mistakes.

Good luck


